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Melwood began as an organization devoted to creating a world in which people with disabilities are fully 

included. Today, our organization is made up of intrepid innovators, passionate advocates and dedicated 

professionals. Through more than sixty years of growth, our work has had an outsized impact on the 

community — and with our partners’ support — that tradition continued in fiscal year 2024.  

As we look to the future, we’re continuing to make progress against our strategic priorities towards our 

2028 vision. Some highlights include:

Elevate inclusivity: We launched exciting new collaborations to promote inclusion, addressing unmet 

needs in the community. We received transformational funding and support from the federal government 

to create affordable, accessible, and inclusive housing through our joint venture with Wesley Housing. 

We also finalized a groundbreaking collaboration with Children’s National Hospital to expand our inclusive 

summer camp experience at Camp Accomplish, providing a more enriching experience for kids and teens 

with and without disabilities and chronic health conditions.

Use data in bold new ways: We are particularly proud this year that we launched the Neurodiversity@

Work Playbook: Federal Edition, a first-of-its-kind recruiting, hiring, training and retention tool created for 

the federal government to build a more neuroinclusive workforce. Melwood’s experience and expertise 

was key to the recommendations and publication of this critical report. 

Be innovative in how we think and act: We entered into a partnership with Enabled Intelligence (EI),  

a global leader in mission-critical AI data solutions for the U.S. Defense and Intelligence Community  

to recruit and train 100 AI data annotators. The collaboration builds on the success of Melwood’s abilIT 

program and bridges massive gaps in the IT and technical workforce by creating a steady pipeline of 

qualified talent in data annotation. 

Lead the conversation: We advocated for our employees, direct support professionals, equitable access 

to financial tools, and even entrepreneurship in the halls of Congress. We also joined fellow nonprofit 

agencies and disability employment advocates in launching the Alliance for Expanding America’s 

Workforce (AEAW). The AEAW focuses on leveraging the hiring and procurement power of the federal 

government to increase inclusion of people with disabilities in the workforce.

Deliver results: Like many employers, we had a higher number of vacancies compared to pre-pandemic 

years, though we closed our vacancy rate by 75% in less than 10 months. We launched the Office of 

Refugee Resettlement (ORR) project and placed 15 refugees with disabilities in jobs in Northern Virginia 

with wages up to $22 per hour. This project included $1.7M in funding. We also signed a partnership 

with Mint Project creating 11 new employer relationships in construction trades. As a result, we had 

47 placements in Building Paths program with an average wage of $18.08 per hour. Melwood is also 

working with Fairfax County and the Department of Labor to facilitate a $400K earmark for Melwood to 

bring Building Paths, Melwood’s skilled trades training program, to the Fairfax County, Virginia Workforce 

Innovation Skills Hub operated by Melwood next year.

We are proud of the impact we are making to support and empower people with disabilities to live, 

work and thrive within their community. None of our achievements would have been possible without 

our faithful donors, volunteers, hardworking staff and partners. Yet as we stand on a solid foundation, 

we recognize the challenges ahead to achieve a world where people with disabilities are fully included. 

Melwood is ready to move into the future, boldly leading the way by facing these challenges head on.

With sincere gratitude,

Larysa Kautz     Brad Spencer 

President & CEO     Chairman, Board of Directors

Letter from Our President & CEO
and Chairman, Board of Directors



Melwood’s Vision and Mission

A world where people 

with disabilities are 

fully included.

Melwood advocates for and 

empowers people with disabilities 

by expanding opportunities to work 

and thrive in the community. 

How We’re Doing It

Elevate inclusivity   
Elevate inclusive, 

accessible places to live, 

work, and thrive.  

Use data in bold new ways    
Capturing relevant data to drive 

innovation, excellence, and inclusion. 

Be innovative in how 
we think and act   
Stand at the forefront  

of innovation.

Lead the conversation    
Leading the national conversation about 

disability policy concerning work and 

economic empowerment.   

Deliver results    
Securing the people, processes, 

technology, and other resources to 

support our mission.
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Our Mission in Action

As part of our strategic plan, we outlined big ideas and new standards for excellence to 

achieve over the next five years. Here’s how we’ve made progress toward these goals:

Arlington Housing: Melwood announced this year that we are collaborating with 

Wesley Housing to create more than 100 new units of affordable housing, as well 

as space for on-site programs and services for people with disabilities at our facility 

at 750 23rd Street South in Arlington, Virginia. As we have moved forward in the 

process, Melwood also received $500,000 in congressionally directed funding 

towards the project from Congressman Don Beyer (VA-8).  

Camp Accomplish: We finalized a groundbreaking collaboration with Children’s 

National Hospital and Camp Accomplish, allowing us to open the summer camp 

experience to more children with disabilities and chronic health conditions. In March 

and June, we hosted open house events at the Melwood Recreation Center in 

Nanjemoy, Maryland where families had an opportunity to meet with program staff, 

tour the facilities, and see what we had planned for Summer 2024. Our enrollment 

for the summer increased three-fold from prior years and we were able to grant 

every application for financial aid we received.

YES Program: We completed a successful pilot of a new after-school program called 

Melwood Youth Enrichment Services or YES, through which we offer structured 

educational programming to children at Apple Grove Elementary School in Fort 

Washington, Maryland. We introduced nearly 40 children to role models and 

exposed them to unique and rewarding career exploration opportunities. This 

program teaches students from underprivileged communities to dream big and 

empowers them to pursue those dreams with engaging activities and guests 

from the community. The program will continue next year, and it is actively being 

considered for a congressional earmark of $250,000.

Continue elevating inclusive, accessible 
places to live, work and thrive.

Elevate
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Our Mission in Action

Neurodiversity@Work Playbook: Federal Edition In May 2024, in collaboration 

with University of Washington Information School and MITRE, a federally funded 

research and development center, Melwood launched the Neurodiversity@Work 

Playbook: Federal Edition. The Playbook is a first-of-its-kind recruiting, hiring, 

training and retention tool created for the federal government to design, scale and 

sustain a neuroinclusive workplace. It features chapters that cover everything from 

recruitment sourcing and interview and selection process to training, retention and 

career development. It also offers a suite of tools and resources readily available for 

the federal workforce to attract and empower talent and build a labor force to meet 

the demands of the workforce today and in the future. Melwood played a critical 

role in funding and informing the development of the playbook by leveraging our 

experience with pilot employment programs with the federal government.

MITRE/CISA Externship: We also launched the second phase of the Neurodiverse 

Federal Workforce Program with the MITRE/Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 

Security Agency (CISA) externship. The boot camp served 10 participants 

and 4 were chosen to be externs gaining experience at CISA in the following 

roles: Operations Research Analyst, Management and Program Analyst, and IT 

Management Trainee (2).

Capturing and using relevant data to drive 
innovation, excellence and inclusion at 
Melwood and beyond. 

Inform
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Enabled Intelligence: Melwood 

entered into a partnership with 

Enabled Intelligence (EI), a global 

leader in mission-critical AI data 

solutions for the US Defense and 

Intelligence Community, to develop 

a new training program that builds 

on our experience with abilIT. This 

new program will recruit and train 

100 AI data annotators in FY25. The 

collaboration bridges massive gaps 

in the IT and technical workforce 

by creating a steady pipeline of 

qualified talent, while also acting as a 

national model for hiring and training 

a neurodiverse workforce. Under 

the partnership, Enabled Intelligence and Melwood have created a Geospatial Data 

Labeling bootcamp that will train individuals to meet the data labeling needs of the 

defense and intelligence community. Graduates of the program will garner critical 

technical skills needed in the growing AI industry. This partnership also included 

an equity investment of $900,000, a corporate board member seat, board advisor 

seat, and a proposal for Melwood to provide technology services as a subsidiary 

to Enabled Intelligence, offering services such as Tier 1 help desk and Sensitive 

Compartmented Information Facility (SCIF) support. 

WISH Center: Established in the heart of one of the most underserved communities 

in Fairfax County, Melwood operates the Workforce, Innovation, Skills Hub (WISH) 

Center to help prepare anyone seeking to improve interviewing, resume building, 

advocacy in the workplace and more. The center creates a space in which community 

members feel safe and comfortable exploring technology, design-thinking, skill-

building and workforce development resources in order to create a pathway to new, 

high-paying employment opportunities and education opportunities. WISH Center 

participants have gone on to enrollment in higher education or have expanding 

success in their current fields and/or with their employer.

Being at the forefront of innovation, setting 
an example that others are inspired to follow.

Innovate

Our Mission in Action
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Our Mission in Action

Alliance for Expanding America’s Workforce: Melwood joined fellow non-profit 

agencies and disability employment advocates Didlake, GCE, ServiceSource 

and Transylvania Vocational Services, in launching the Alliance for Expanding 

America’s Workforce (AEAW). The AEAW will focus on modernizing existing 

federal procurement processes like the AbilityOne program and improving other 

hiring initiatives in the federal government and federal procurement to increase 

accessibility and inclusion of people with disabilities in the national workforce. 

Already a critical voice in the field, the AEAW has grown to twenty-three members, 

met with congressional and committee staff, the U.S. AbilityOne Commission, the 

Office of Federal Procurement Policy, the Office of Federal Contract Compliance 

Programs, and the Domestic Policy Council. 

Melwood & Government Shutdown: As we inched closer to a possible government 

shutdown last fall, Melwood prepared to support our workforce and ensure federal 

contractors would not bear the cost of Congressional inaction. Melwood advocated 

for the Fair Pay for Federal Contractors Act (H.R. 5810/S. 3008) which would provide 

backpay to federal contractors in the event of a government shutdown, putting 

our employees on parity with government employees. While the legislation has 

not yet moved forward in Congress, Melwood continues to advocate for long-term 

protections for our employees from government shutdowns. On September 26, 

2023, Melwood CEO Larysa Kautz spoke to CBS News about how a shutdown could 

impact Melwood and our employees, and the steps we were taking to prepare and 

mitigate the effects of a lapse in the federal budget. While the legislation has yet to 

pass, Melwood successfully raised the profile of the impact a shutdown would have 

on the federal contracting workforce, and in particular, on workers with disabilities.

Leading the national conversation about 
disability policy concerning work and 
economic empowerment.

Lead
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Closing Vacancies: Like many employers, we had a higher number of vacancies compared 

to pre-pandemic years. Through quick pivots and recruitment strategies in a post-pandemic 

environment, we successfully closed our vacancy rate by 75% in less than 10 months.

Office of Refugee Resettlement Project: We launched the Office of Refugee Resettlement 

(ORR) project and placed 15 refugees with disabilities in jobs in Northern Virginia with 

wages up to $22 per hour. This innovative pilot is ongoing and is based on a grant between 

Melwood and SourceAmerica to develop a multi-year project that enhances vocational 

training and employment services for refugees with disabilities. This 3-year pilot creates a 

link between ORR and the AbilityOne Program at the federal level and establishes or grows 

complementary relationships between resettlement agencies and community rehabilitation 

programs. The goal of the ORR pilot is to develop a public service model to increase 

workforce participation and economic mobility of refugees with disabilities. 

Building Paths: We signed a partnership with Mint Project creating 11 new employer 

relationships in construction trades. As a result, we had 47 placements in Building Paths 

program with an average wage of $18.08 per hour. Through this partnership, our Building 

Paths program has made even more inroads into the construction and skilled trades fields, 

opening up greater career opportunities for graduates of the program.

Having the people, processes, 
technology and other resources to 
support our mission and plan.

Deliver

Our Mission in Action
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I’m just trying to find my way, but for the first 

time my future is bright. I see a very bright 

future and I know my kids are proud of me.

-Philip Richardson

Since joining Melwood’s Building Paths Program earlier this year, Philip, who has a 

learning disability, has already made significant strides in life. As of this report, he is eight 

months sober and preparing to transition from a group home for recovering addicts to 

his own apartment—the first he has had in over a year. 

Thanks to a partnership with MINT, he is also giving back to his community by putting to 

use skills he learned in Building Paths to help beautify his neighborhood. 

“I’m just trying to find my way, but for the first time my future is bright. I see a very bright 

future and I know my kids are proud of me.”

Stories of Impact

Philip Richardson

Building Paths

For Philip Richardson, the opportunity 

to participate in Melwood’s Building 

Paths program is about more than just 

learning a skill that will one day lead to a 

good job. It’s about creating a pathway to 

a bright and sustainable future—a future 

that Philip can already envision.
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When you have a disability, most jobs don’t 

have room to deal with that. But Melwood 

gave me the opportunity to be myself.

-Antjuane Bridgers

Antjuane Bridgers

AbilityOne

Antjuane Bridgers is the busiest 

guy at the Washington Navy Yard, an 

administrative center for the U.S. Navy in 

Washington, D.C. As a custodian foreman 

in charge of 20 buildings, he’s helps 

support Naval operations. “The work can 

be a challenge!” he said. 

He started with Melwood in 2009 as a custodian in the AbilityOne program and his hard work and 

drive quickly earned him promotions and new responsibilities. He took the boost he got from Melwood 

and has used it to mentor those who now work under him.  

“I encourage everyone I work with because everybody has their moments. Some people get caught up 

inside their emotions and need someone there. Often, someone needs a silent helper…where just the 

presence of someone else might be all they need. So I try to just be there, even if they’re not asking for 

help,” he said. Many of those Antjuane mentored have gone on to get promotions themselves.  

He also recently met with members of the U.S. Congress, their staffers, and others at the SourceAmerica 

Grassroots conference, and shared his story to advocate for more inclusive workplaces.  

“That was awesome,” he said. “I talked about what I’ve been doing with Melwood and what Melwood 

has done for me.”  

And what has Melwood done for him? 

“When you have a disability, most jobs don’t have room to deal with that. But Melwood gave me 

the opportunity to be myself,” he said. “I love working but I really love supporting others and 

helping where I can.” 

Stories of Impact
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and 73 acres federal property—a job that involves significant amounts of problem solving, being 

on one’s feet, crawling in tight, confined spaces, or working from the top of a ladder. Getting the job 

done and doing it right the first time is critically important to the mission of the organization and 

to the safety of the people who work at the facility.

“You feel satisfied that you’re providing a service that helps people get through their day,” Marc said. 

Marc said he also feels good knowing he is learning a skill that will allow him to create a bright 

future for himself and his family. He sees a bright future for himself—one that even involves taking 

over for his boss when his boss retires.

Marc Lusby

AbilityOne

Upon completion of a union apprenticeship 

program, Marc Lusby is on track to  

become the first stationary engineer  

with a disability employed by Melwood.

As a stationary engineer apprentice at the USDA’s 

Carver Center, Marc and his team are responsible for 

the care and maintenance of a 400,000 square feet 

If it was not for Melwood, I would not be here. There 

was no one else willing to help out—help me on 

my career path. Melwood has given me a second 

opportunity to make something of myself.

-Marc Lusby

Stories of Impact
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Annelise Cosmos 

Camp Accomplish

This fall, Annelise Cosmos will begin 

studying healthcare management at 

Stevenson University. She credits her 

experience at Camp Accomplish for 

instilling in her the leadership skills, 

encouragement and drive she needs to 

pursue her dreams.

As a child with sickle cell anemia, Annelise knows how 

difficult it can be to grow up while navigating a chronic 

health condition. She found a sense of strength and 

belonging at a summer camp operated by Children’s 

National Hospital specifically for other young people 

with her condition. This year, when Children’s National 

Hospital partnered with Melwood to expand the 

Camp Accomplish experience, Annelise jumped at the 

opportunity to be a camp counselor.

“Former camp counselors helped me accept my sickle 

cell and find my confidence. I wanted to be a camp 

counselor to give back some of the magic that my 

camp counselors gave to me—and I’m so glad I did,” 

Annelise said. “The camp experience opened my eyes 

to people from different walks of life, different socio-

economic backgrounds, races, genders, and I got to 

see how people with other chronic health conditions 

live and thrive. Being able to have conversations with 

the medical staff and camp leadership helped me 

understand that healthcare management is what I 

want to pursue as a profession, and that I’ve got what 

it takes to succeed in that field.”

Stories of Impact
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While YES may look like other after-school programs, structural and educational modifications 

make it uniquely different. By bringing hands-on learning, with a focus on career exploration, 

to children who have experienced hardships and barriers, YES encourages self-esteem while 

fostering independence, and exposes children to interests and hobbies in a wide range of areas.

After enrolling Aiden in the program, Terri recognized changes in her son almost immediately, 

explaining that he is more open-minded and shows interests in new activities like cooking and 

painting. But for their family, the real changes came in Aiden’s personal growth and maturity.

When Terri had a seizure and no other adults in the house were available to assist, Aiden jumped 

into action, calmly calling 9-1-1, and saving Terri’s life. Aiden was even recognized by the local fire 

department for his courageous actions.

I feel like he has learned to be calm through real-life situations, and with the help of the YES 

Program, he has been learning how to regulate his emotions better,” Terri said. “He and I are both 

looking forward to what the YES Program offers next year.”

Terri Thurston

YES Program

Terri Thurston, who lives with epilepsy and experiences seizures, 

immediately thought the Youth Enrichment Services (YES) Program at Apple 

Grove Elementary would be a good fit for her son, Aiden. Terri never imagined 

just how impactful the program would be on Aiden’s life—or her own.

Stories of Impact
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2024 By the Numbers*
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 *Cumulative

*A person may be supported by more than one category of program.

903 
Melwood Employees 
with Disabilities

773
Melwood  
Employees with 
Disabilities on 
AbilityOne contracts 

$19.54/hr
Average wage of 
disabled employees 
on AbilityOne 
contracts

$16.20 to $51.41/hr
Range of wages of employees with 
disabilities on AbilityOne contracts

1,686  
Total Melwood 
Employees

91 
FY24 # of 
Promotions

36 
FY24 # of 
Promotions 
on AbilityOne 
contracts

1,034 
Total Melwood  
Employees on 
AbilityOne 
contracts

1,900 
Career 

Exploration  
and Development

912
Employment  

Support 
Services

345
Youth and  
Recreation 
Services

443
Community   
Support 
Services

3,376
Total People

Served

Breakdown of services  
being delivered to program participants*

23
Melwood 
Programs
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From Our Donors

Thanks to the unwavering support of our donors—whether 

they be individuals, corporations, foundations, or government 

agencies—Melwood has been able to make a profound difference 

in the lives of over 3,000 individuals this past year. Their 

generosity has fueled our mission to create a more inclusive 

world where people with disabilities can thrive. We are deeply 

grateful for their commitment and trust, which empower us 

to continue our vital work. Together, we are building a brighter, 

more equitable future for all.

The Washington Forrest 

Foundation is proud to partner with 

Melwood and their Virginia Integrated Day Program  

which is essential in empowering and enhancing the quality of 

life for individuals in the South Arlington Community.

- Rachel Mrad, Grants Manager and Engagement Coordinator,  

Washington Forrest Foundation

GDIT is proud to sustain its support  

of Melwood for programs that uplift our local community 

and valuable insights on how we can be the most inclusive 

employer for people with disabilities. Melwood’s thought 

leadership and advocacy catalyzes our organization to harness 

the power of neurodiverse backgrounds in new ways for our 

business and our customers’ critical missions.

- Scott Nycum, Vice President,  

Inclusion, Diversity + Giving, GDIT
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We are proud donors of Melwood.  

Your organization has provided our son with a  

supportive and challenging workplace where he  

continues to grow and thrive. We are deeply grateful  

to all everyone at Melwood.

- Carol Kutzer and Ed Monaghan, 

Parents of Employee and Melwood Donors 

The Charles County Charitable Trust  

is pleased to support the wonderful work of Melwood, 

specifically the Seed-To-Table program. Watching this 

program thrive at benefitting local, underserved populations 

has been impressive. Melwood’s support and inclusion of all 

within the community is an example of why nonprofits are so 

vital to Charles County’s overall success.

- Christie Burnett, Executive Director,  

Charles County Charitable Trust

17



Dipson Abass

Olubukola Abayomi

Paul Abbott

Hafsah Abbullah

Teferi Abebe

Bruce Adams

Toya and Andre Adams

Ayao Adanto

Louise Addison

Adeleke Adekoya

Abigail Adelman

Kenan Aden

Bolanle Adereti

Carolyn and  
Jon Adger Jr.

Sunday Adu

Aisha Ahmad

Regina Aikens

Marvin Ainsworth

Kehinde Ajayi

Olufolake Ajibola

Tejere Akpeneye

Charise Aktadiaha

Dennis Alejo

Worku Alene

Brice Alexander

Yolanda Alexander

Mikal Ali

Christine and Karl Allen

David Allen

Jimmie Allen

Kenneth Allen

Lauren Allen

Lyndel Allen

Michele Allen

Renee Allen

Stephone Allen

Vanessa Allen

Arlene Alligood

Timothy Allman

Timothy Ames

William Amis

Felicia Amissah

Maxwell Amponsah

Vickie Amthor

Larry Anderson

Nikya Anderson

Manuel Andrade

Mary and Melvin 
Andrasco

Darlene Andrew

David Andrews

Nancy Andrews

Dhananjay Andurkar

Allen Anglemyer

Elias Anochirim

 Anonymous

Verna Anson

Irudayanathan Anthony

James Anthony

Thank you to our individual donors  
for supporting Melwood
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Christopher Antony

Tara Aqdas

Samuel Araya

Jon Arbin

Michael Arduini

Gregory Arteen

Soorya Artis

Marian Asare

Deborah Ashby

John Askew Jr.

Morris Asson

Stephen Aten

Rita Atkins-Jenkins

Bruce Auster

Lisa Austin

Robert Austin

Tasha Austin

Arvise Avant

Van Avondolio

Mary Awad

Calvin Awkward

Valtann Ayres

Nasser Azarakhshi

Atinuke Babayale

Paul Babbington

Tom Bacak

Wilbert Baccus

Maceo Bacote

Benigno Baguio

David Bailey

Ellen Bailey

Lynn Baily

Stephen Baird

Todd Bajema

Cheryl Baker

Keith Baker

Naaman Bakhshi

Boubacar Balde

Janet Baldwin

Tanner Baldwin

Eric Manuel Balmir

Laura Baltas

Kevin Banks

Sterling Bannister

Alexis Barahona

Cassandra Barber

Sally and William 
Barkley Jr.

Daniel Barlow

Chuckie Barner

Angela Barnes

Toni and Daniel Barnes

Derrick Barnes

Janet Barnes and  
James King

Kevinia Barnhardt

Lionel Barnhill

Thomas Barrasso

Fredrick Barrett

Mark Barrows

Elizabeth Bartky

Yoshida Bartley

Gretchen Basdon

Theree Basil

Alexander Baskerville

Suzanne Baskerville

Charles Baskin

Theodore Baskins

Vivian Bass

Wendell Bates

Derrick Battle

Derrick Battle

Donna Battle-Jackson

Michael Baucom

Dave Bausch

Mike Bausch

Natividad Bautista

Ellenor Baxter

Teresa Beal

Carl Beall

Treacy Bealtz

Robert Beatrez

Amy Beaven

Deryk Beck

John Beck

Michele Becker

Felicia Beckles

Paul Bedard

John Belcher

Calvin Bell

Timothy Bell

Irene and Ronald 
Bellamy

Gail Belt

Ann Benbow

Barry Bender

Charles Bender

Amanda Benedict

John Benish Jr.

Ionie Benjamin

Lynice Benjamin

Jennifer Benkarski

Amber Bennett

Kristen Bennett

Susan Bennett

Elizabeth  
Bennett-Parker

Rhonda Benthall

Lynne Benzion

Cociro Berdeguez

Paul Berg

Mary Berhe

Richmond Berko

Michael Bernstein

Dianne Berry

Stephen Berry

Yvone Berry

Margaret and John 
Besanko

Gail Bessom

Paulette Bethel

Michael Bigelow

William Biggs

Jennifer Bing

Lois and Kenneth 
Bingham

Patrice Birdsong

John Birmingham

Francis Bishop

Doris Bismarck

Irv Bisnov

Luci Blackburn

Joseph Blackett

Alondo Blackwell

Virginia Blaeuer

Anthony Blair

Gina Blake

Tashunya Blake

Winfred Blake

Frank Blakeney

Cynthia Bland

Melissa Bland

Madeline Blanding

Tasha Blanks

Helen Blanquera

Evelyn Block

Vander Blount

Theodore Bluey Jr.

Anita Blye

Alexia Blyther

Akua Boasiako

John Bohner

Ibrahima Boiro

Syed Bokhari

Lois and Michael Boland

Carl Bolden

Kevin Bonds

Evelyn Bonilla

Brandon Boone

Jeanette Boone

John Boote

Carol Booth

Louis Borghi

Lee Bostic

Kenneth Bouy

Lauren Bowie

Donzell Bowman

Lois Bowman

Minnie Boyd

Nicole Boyd

Sylvia Boyd

Selinda Boyd-Graham

Gregory Boykin

Mary Ellen and  
Walter Boynton

Sarah Boynton and 
Joshua Young
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Walter Boynton

Brian Bozick

Joseph Bozick

Davonna Bradley

John Bradshaw

J Patrick Brawner

Keisha Braxton

Kianna Braxton

Victor Braxton

Carol Brennan

James Brennan

John Brennan

Mark Bright

Semanthe Bright

Hattie Brinsfield

Phillip Brisco

Elizabeth and  
John Brisco

Christopher Brodersen

Judith and  
George Brodie

Robert Brooke Lewis

Cheryl Brooks

Crystal and Michael 
Brooks

Shirley Brooks

Angela Brown

Antoinette Brown

Audrey Brown

Annie and  
Cleveland Brown Jr.

Darren Brown

Faithly Brown

Jacqueline Brown

Linda and Johnny 
Brown

Josef Brown

Keith Brown

Linda Brown

Matthew Brown

Dorothy and  
Otho Brown

Randall Brown

Richard Brown

Robert Brown

Ronique Brown

Ruby Brown

Sophia Brown

Tommy Brown

Yvonne Brown

Celena Bryant

Chandler Bryant

Kala and  
Romell Buchanan

Lucille Buckles

Valerie Buckson

Barbara Buenio

Wanda Bullock-Kelley

Massah Bundu

Stephen Bunker

Catherine Burch

Kathleen Burch

John Burgess

April and  
Holmes Burner

Emilie Burnette

Elliott Burnham

Heyward Burrell

Lillian Burrell

Nancy and  
Douglas Buschman

John Bush

Larry Bush

Aminah Bushrod

Angela Butler

Lelia Fletcher-Butler  
and Stanley Butler

Sus Butler

Gail Butterworth

Arnold Butts

Tony Buzzelli

Tim Bylan

Bobby Bynum

Robbert Byrd

Lou Caballeros

Eden Cabatic

Peggy Cabillo

Ronnie Cabiness

Charles Cabrera

Ivonne Cabrera

Maria Cademartori

John Cadogan

Susan and George Cady

Hernando Caicedo

Jeffrey Calame

Joel Calderon

Devon Caldwell

Carol Calixte

Brian Callahan

Courtney Callahan

Patrick Cameron

Jennifer Camota Luebke

Sharon Camp

Ian Campbell

John Campbell

Sabrina Campbell

Thom Campbell

Juan Campillay

Jacqueline  
Canady Woodston

Bryon Cannon

Brian Canterbury

Brian Caplan

Mr. Joseph Cappello II

Pamela Caraway

Lauria Carey

Michael Carey

Erin Carlson

Betty Carmichael

Genevieve Carminati

Charles Carr

Brenda Carroll

Jane Carson

Dewayne Carter

Peter Carter
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Catherine Hathway

Deborah and Don 
Hathway

Karen Hawkins

Margaret Hawkins

Richard Hawkins

Xavier Hawkins

Rand Hawley

David Hayes

Sherry Hayes

Locksley Haynes

Sean Hayslett

Nancy and  
George Hazzard

Paul Headley

Thayer Healey

James Heath

Maranda Hedgepeth

Michael Hedges

Mark Hegarty

Edward Heid

Pam Heid

Cynthia Heim

Sonia and  
David Hekimian

Connie Hemsley

James Henderson

Patricia Hendrix

Austin Henry

Gloria Hensel

Carolyn Henson

Milarys Hernandez

David Herod

23



Domingo Herraiz

Robin Herring

Francis Herron

Richard Hershey

Stuart Hershey

Mozella Hewitt

Shawn and  
Clarence Hicks

Jack Hicks

Karen Hicks

Ron Hileman

Craig Hill

Cynthia Hill

Richard Hill

Walter Hill

William Hill

John Himmel

Douglas Hinckley

Sean Hinkle

Fred Ho

Thi Hoang

Allan Hoberman

Geraldine Hockman

Sheila Hodges

Sean Hoffman

Shannon  
Hogan Sorzano

Gail Hogue

Angela Hohl

Deborah Holder

Burnell Holland

Richard Holley
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Elisabeth Larcombe
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Lakeeta Lucas

James Lundeen

Mary and Nicholas Lutz

Cara Lynch

Meagan Machenry

Elbert Mack Jr.
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Rebecca Myers-Lesak

Sharat Narayanan

Gregory Nash

Zandra Nash

Natalie Nathan

Stefan Natzke

Mohamed Ndiaye

Annette Neal

Evan Neale

Jill Neaves

Achebe Need

Vicky Need

Nancy Neff

Leticia Negron

Chandler Nelms

Christopher Nelson

Erik Nelson

Willie Nelson

Anthony Nesky Jr.

Donovan Neufville

Norman Neverson

26



Gary Newkirk

Erica Newman

Leonard Newman

Deborah and  
Paul Newman

Rita Newton

Dien Linh Nguyen

Nam Nguyen

Truc Nguyen

Corwin Nicholson

Princess Nicole

Cordelia  
Nieketien-Tawari

Felicia Niles

Nancy Nix-Karnakis

Alvin Nixon

Uchechukwu 
Njoku’ukpabia

Tamara Noel

Andrew Novotny

Marla Nowak

Donna Nshom

Lashunda Nugent

Amy Nupen

Cindy Nutter

Agnes and  
Daniel Nwuju

Alice Nyabando

Francois Nyandjo

Kevin Obrien

Austin Ochu

Safiya Oconnor

Lisa O’Connor

Darrell Odom

Brian Odonnell

Karl O’Donoghue

Thomas Ofosuhene

Robert Ogle

Sunday Ogunkola

Ben Ogwezi

Kathleen O’Hare

Chinedu Okonkwo

Susan Olden

Rollia Oliver

Robert Oliveri

Radley Olsen

Kupenda Olusegun

Donna and  
Joseph O’Neill

Elizabeth Onyejekwe

Shawn Oquinn

Debra Orem

Jane Osei

Mark Oswald

Linda Otterness

Mary Owen

Anthony Owens

Lise Pace

Dehkonti Paelay

Allan Painter

Reinaldo Palacios

Doug Palatt

Chantell Palmer

Kathleen Palmer

Raineca Palmore

Mohammad Paracha

Sharon Pardo

Delila and  
Gregory Parham

James Parker

Mary Parker

Montego Parker

Morris Parker

Spencer Parker

Timothy Parker

Michelle Parkerson

Alice Parkin

Curtis Parks

Donna Parks

Kimesha Parks

Karol Parr

Terry and Alfred Pate
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Charnita Robinson

Deneice Robinson

Mona Robinson

Phyllis Robinson

Renee Robinson

Louis Rodriguez

John Rogers

Lee Rogers

Leland Rogers

Jeffrey Rohr

Joshua Rokach

David Roland

Christine and  
Sabino Romano

Gail Romansky

Ivan Romero

Michael Rooks

Peter Rosan

Eugene Rose

Michelle Ross

Kenneth Rothermel

Jean and  
Gary Rottmann

Christopher Royal

Anthony Rozario

Gabriel Rubalcava

Hilary Ruff

Dick Ruggieri

Walter Ruggles

Nasser Rusan

Cielia Russell

Terence Ryan

Mary Ann Rydland

Anne Saba

Dave Sacks Jr.

Rose Sahm

Vickie Samakowsims

Jahmari Samuel

Jerome Sandberg

Harpreet Sandhu

Kay Sargent

Cindy and  
James Saturno

Larry Saunders

William Saunders

Peter Savoy

Genevia Sawyer

Lettice Sazon

Donald Scarafile

Claire Scerra

James Schaefer

Suzanne Schneider

Joanne Schoonover

Gerhardt Schrage

Larry Schroeder

Deborah Schule

Karen Schulman

Diana Schwanhausser

Robert Schwartz

Alex Schwarzkopf

Joan Schweizer

Joe Sciarrino

Briana Scott

David Scott

Eric Scott

Kimara Scott

Tori Scott

Wallace Scott

Ricardo Scrivner

Javon Seaforth

George Sears

Patty See

Stan Seemann

Joan Segreti

John Seidenberg

Martin Selph

Paulian Selvin

Ahmed Seray-Wurie

Samuel Serrano

Paul Sexton

Harry Seymour

Mustafa Shamma

Annette Sharif

Eric Sharkazy

Mark Sharp

Jordan Sharps

Reginald Shaw

Joseph Shea

Katharine and  
John Sheehan

Elan Sheintal

Julie Shepard

Heather and  
Timothy Sherman

Rennie Sherman

Bonnie Lou Shields

Dorothy and  
James Shields

Mary Anne Shields

Adam Shockley

William Shoemaker

Khafideen and Hakeem 
Shonekan

Shanti Shrestha

Lionel Keith Shropshire

Phillip Shumaker

Herb Shuttles

Constance Sickels
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Mark Siegert

Meta Sienkiewicz

Whitney and  
Jeffrey Sikes

N. I. Silver

Marlon Simmons

Paulette Simms

Marie and Alonzo Sims

Joan Sine

John Sine

Alok Singh

John Singleton

Elizabeth and Larry Sinn

Pauline Sinnett

Keith Sinrod

Brian Skimmons

Dorrett and William 
Skipwith

Howard Sklamberg

Jodi and John Smallhorn

Lawrence Smalls

Arthur Smith

Corey Smith

Darrin Smith

Grace Smith

Hennrietta Smith

Howard Smith

Joanne Smith

Joseph Smith

Kelecia Smith

Kris Smith

Latina Smith

Marcos Smith

Michael Smith

Peggy Smith

Robert Smith

Roxanne Smith

Stacey Smith

Tony Smith

Voydee Smith

Debbie Smith-Addo

James Snead

Bonnie and  
Tom Sneeringer

Gloria Snipes

Mia Snyder

Davuan Somerville

Joyce Somsak

Rocco Soraci

Pilar Soriano-Adekeye

Henry Sostman

Shirley Sotelo

Brion Southall

Elizabeth Sowers

Festus Sowho

Karen Spadacene

Charlie Spadone

Michael Spaur

Euwen Spence

Barbara Spencer

Brad Spencer

Ann Spera

Harry Spikes

Cynthia Spruill

Savita Srivastava

John Stadick

Shayne Stafford

Bernice Stallings

Frederick Stallings

Eleni Stamoulis

Scott Stanchfield

Miranda Stanfield

Derek Stanley

Crystal Rogers Starkey 
and Robert Starkey

Linda Stein

Frank Stellar

Mika Stenfors

Ralph Stephen

Lillian Stephens

Robert Stephens

Tiera Stephens

Gerald Sterner

Adora Stevenson

Stephen Stickley

John Stiff

Karen and  
Thomas Stillitano Jr.

Ryan Stinebiser

Alan Stokely

Walter Stosch

Amy Stovall

Sandra Strachan-Vieira

Ashlie Strackbein

Susan Stracquatanio 
and Thomas Jones

John Stratton

John Straub

Beth Strittmatter

Eddie Strong

Debbie Stroud

Jadwiga and 
Wlodzimierz Strzelecki

Richard Suddeth

Jimmy Suissa

Barry Sullivan

Gary Sullivan

Thomas Sullivan

Monica Surles

Marjorie Sutton

Willetta Sutton

Edsel Swann

Karen Sweeney

Susan Sweeney

Elizabeth Sweet

Jeffrey Swormstedt

Fatoumata Sy. Ba

Carla Sydnor

Christopher Sykes

Patricia and  
Rick Szubielski

Gary Tabach

Imad Tabbara

Priscilla and  
Samuel Tackie-Dankyi

Dennis Tafoya

John Tahsuda

Sabrina Taijeron

Theresa Talavera

Leopold Tamakloe

Jason Tameling

Zach Tamer

Raquel Tamez

Vanessa Tate

Aminata and  
James Taylor

Brooke and  
Ronald Taylor

Daryl Taylor

David Taylor

Diane Taylor

Eve Taylor

Jeffrey Taylor

Josephine Taylor

Krisna Taylor

Kenneth Tebong

Bruce Tebsherany

William Teed

Jeanette  
Tejeda de Gomez

Alexander Ter Weele

James Thatcher

Stephen Theuer

Robert S Thibault

Michael Thiede

Allen Thomas

Barbara Thomas

Brenda Thomas

Daniel Thomas

Daniel Thomas

Darnell Thomas

Louis Thomas

Mark Thomas

Martin Thomas

Matthew Thomas

Myron Thomas

Robert Thomas

Roosevelt Thomas

Roxanne Thomas

Teresa and  
Todd Thomas

John Thomason

Byron Thompson

David Thompson

Stephanie and  
Douglas Thompson

Kathleen Thompson

Priscilla Thompson
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Shefun Thompson

Vallerie Thompson

Douglas Thorne

Clyde Thornhill

Laura Thrall

Kutumb Thummalapalli

Laura Tillery

Rich Tilson

Tonya Tobe

William Tolbert

Hendrik Tolman

Meilani Tom

Eric Tomlinson

Kevin Tompkins

Tuan Ton

Bernard Toomer

Mary and  
George Torggler

Ivette Torres  
and Eduardo  
Torres-Martinez

Virgie Toston

Brett Trammell

John Travers

Elisabeth Trice

Yvonne Trice

Chebria Trimble

Jacqueline Trotta

Charles Troutman

Kathryn Troutman

Robert Trueheart

Mary Trueman

Hulda Tucker

Mark Tummarello

Vincent Tuohey

James Turner

Linda Turner

Edna and Michael 
Turner

Kevin Tweedie

Lottie Tyler

Walter Tyler

Offia Uche

Patrick Udoka

Michelle Ugas

Frank Vaccarella

Jean and  
George Vaeth Jr.

Emily Vaias

Lori Valentine

Lackayna Van

Julie Van Blarcom

HJ Van Dam

Cynthia Van Horn

Jessica Van Kirk

Elizabeth Van Nort

Kristin Vanderlaske

Keith Varner

Jeffrey Varrasso

Nadine Vassell

Ivania Velazquez

Angela Venable

Lina Vialet

Jerry Vick

Jeremy Villanueva

Brad Vineyard

Bill Vining

Jon Voth

Eugenia and  
Charles Wagner

Abdul Waheed

Sheri Walder

Basil Walker

Eric Walker

Errol Walker

James Walker

Johnny Walker

Kathleen Walker

Keith Walker

Steve Walker

Yvonne Walker-Tolson

Linda Wallace

Marshall Wallace

William Wallace

Monica and  
Glenwood Waller

Nicole Walls-El

Thomas Walsh

Robert Walters

Lord Walthour

Emma Ward

Leo Ware

Macon Ware

Beverly Wareham

Alisha Warner

Eric Washington

Bernice and  
Lorenzo Washington

Patricia Washington

Randall Washington

Roland  
Washington-Gilbert

Ann-Marie Waterman

Orlando Watson

Carla Watts

Gaby Watts

Josephine Weathers

Greg Weaver

Kimberly Weaver

Paula Weaver

Michael Weber

Jay Webster

Jean Webster

John Webster

Larry Webster

Catherine Weckel

Peter Weeks

Cameron Weiffenbach

Brigid Weiller

Peter Weiss

Steve Weiss

Adrian Weisz

Stephen Welch

Brad Welles

Thomas Wersto

Lois Wesly

Elizabeth Wess

Christopher West

Jerome West

Thelma West

Ezell Westbrook

Geoffrey Westbrook Sr.

Molly Whalen

Darrell White

Michael White

Ricky White

Moses Whitehurst

George Whitfield

Dallion Whitley

Marchesa Whittington

Nolan Wicker

Michael Widman

Melissa Wiedeman

Lauren Wilcox

Linda Wilkins

Erika William

Arita Williams

Camela Williams

Carol Williams

Courtney Williams

Deangell Williams

Dexter Williams

Gaye Williams

George Williams

Hidayah Williams

J. Williams

Jack Williams

Judith Williams

Kimberly Williams

Lejon Williams

Lisa Ann Williams

Marcy Williams

Margaret Williams

Mark Williams

Marvece Williams

Michael Williams

Timothy Williams

Christopher Williamson

Donnell Williamson

Colleen Wilson

David Wilson

Jacques Wilson

Lucille Wilson

Robert Wilson

Tayonda Wimby

Shema Windsor

Blossom Winfrey
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Thank you to our institutional donors 
for supporting Melwood

ABC7

Acca, Inc.  
Furniture Program

Air Cleaning 
Technologies

America’s Charities

Arlington County 
Dept of Community 
Planning, Housing  
and Development

Arthur J Foundation

Arthur J Gallagher & Co.

Autism Speaks

B. K. Miller Meats & 
Liquors, Inc.

Beat the Bomb, 
Washington DC

Bitty & Beau’s Coffee

Bob Casey for Senate

Bob’s Discount 
Furniture - Bob Cares

Bozick Distributors, Inc.

Brady Industries

Burke and Herbert Bank

Call It In,  
We Haul It Out!

Capital Area Charter 
of The Society 
for Information 
Management

Capital Auto and Truck 
Auctions, Inc.

CEO Commission for 
Disability Employment

Charles County 
Charitable Trust

Patricia Wingfield

Sandra Winner

Denise Winston

Joan Winston

Patricia Withrow

Cheryl Anne Woehr

David Wolfel

Robb Wong

Angela Wood

Craig Wood

Eric Wood

Tamara Wood

Adondra Woods

Roy Woods

James Woodson

Robbi Woodson

Paul Worchel

James Word

Margaret Workman

Pamela Worobec

Brenda Worthington

Shereese Worthy

Michael Wren

Delores Wright

Jesse Wright

Mark Wright

Rhonda Wright

Trellis Wright

Chris Wroblewski

Patrick Wu

D.V. Wyatt

Sandra and  
Warren Wynn

Paula and Jay Yass

Robert Yerman

Julia Yi

Christopher Yon

Solomon Yon

Katie Yorick

Anne Young

Clark Young Jr.

Eugene Young

Rahel Young

Shanna Young

Vicky Young

Francey Youngberg

Hercilia Youngblood

Alan Yue

Ali Zaaza

Henrietta Zaby

Ajakaiye Zacchaeus

Maury Zanoff

Ed Zaptin

Richard Zarfoss

Santu Zeleke

Xilin Zhao and  
Jingru Chang

Relinde Zimmerman

Christian Zimmermann

Timothy Zulick
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Charles County Govt 
Dept of Hygiene and 
Mental Health

Choice Professional 
Resources

Commonwealth Copy 
Products

Consumer Technology 
Association Foundation

Costco Wholesale 
Charitable 
Contributions

County Board of 
Arlington County, 
Virginia

Creative Capes, LLC

Culmen International

DAVIS Construction

Daycon Products 
Company Inc.

Direct Relief

Dormie Foundation

Dream Catchers 
Community 
Improvement, Inc.

Ebeneezer AME Church

Enabled Intelligence

First Responders 
Children’s Foundation

Friends of the National 
Arboretum

FrontStream SPV LLC

G.S. Proctor and 
Associates, Inc.

General Dynamics 
Information 
Technology, Inc

Golf Status

Greater Waldorf Jaycees

GSA National

Heart of Gold Sickle  
Cell Foundation of 
Northern Virginia

Holy Redeemer Church

Home Town 
Amusements

Hopkins Towing

IHeartMedia

International Spy 
Museum

John’s Crazy Socks

Julia J. Anderson 
Irrevocable Trust

Klein Hornig LLP

Knights of Columbus -  
Maryland State Council

Knights of Columbus 
Council #11422

KPMG Cares 

KPMG U.S.  
Foundation, Inc.

LBS Chauffered 
Transportation, LLC

Living Colour 
Landscaping

Lockton Companies

Logistics Property Co

Lorenzi, Dodds & 
Gunnill Inc.

Luongo & Associates, 
PC, CPAs

Main Event Caterers

Main Street Connect

Mariner Foundation

Marrick Properties, Inc.

Marsh McLennan 
Agency

Marty and D Enterprises

Marty and D Enterprises 
Trading and Berkle 
Metro

Maryland Dept of 
Health

MGM National Harbor

MGM Resorts 
Foundation

Midtown Washington 
Lions Club

Morgan Stanley

Museum of Illusions, 
Washington

Myra Sides Copus 
Studio

National Landing 
Business Development

NBC4 Washington

Network For Good

People’s Bank 
Foundation

Pivot Energy

Preacher Dave’s  
BBQ LLC

Prince George’s County 
Government

Prince George’s  
County Local 
Development Council

Prince George’s  
County Resources 
Connections Inc.

PuroClean Emergency 
Restoration Specialists

RSM US LLP

Ruby’s Jamaican 
Kitchen

Shokz

Six Flags of America

Smallwood Family 
Limited Partnership

SMECO

SOGA INC

SourceAmerica

Spacesaver Storage 
Solutions

Splash In ECO Car Wash

St. John Seniors Lunch 
Bunch

State Farm Insurance

State of Maryland

TEDCO

The Alliance for 
Expanding America’s 
Workforce

The Country Club  
at Woodmore

The Safeway 
Foundation

The Wills Group, Inc

Tobacco Barn Distillery

Top Dog Services

Tower Facility 
Management

TowerCares Foundation

Translating Family, LLC

Tri-County Council of 
Southern Maryland

Triumph  
Custom Homes

U.S. Charitable  
Gift Trust

U.S. Dept of 
Housing and Urban 
Development

U.S. Dept of Labor - 
Employment & Training 
Administration

U.S. Dept of  
Labor - OSHA

Unanet

United Healthcare of 
the Mid-Atlantic, Inc.

Universal Dynamics, Inc

Virginia Dept of  
Social Services

W&T Travel  
Services LLC

Washington Forrest 
Foundation

Weis Markets

Zauqi Charitable & 
Educational Trust
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Ways to Get Involved

With your generous financial support, Melwood is advocating for and empowering people with disabilities to 

transform their own lives through unique opportunities to work and thrive in the community. Discover the many 

ways you can join Melwood to build a future that is fully inclusive for all people:

Donate to Melwood

For more information about how you can make a big impact with your 
charitable giving in the life of someone with disabilities, please contact 
Heather Sherman, Vice President, Fund Development 

Call: (301) 599-4512 or Email: hsherman@melwood.org

Become a member  

of the 1963 Society, 
Melwood’s annual 

giving club

Become a Friend 
of Melwood  

with a recurring 
monthly gift

Name Melwood  
as a beneficiary  

in your will, estate plan, or 
beneficiary designation forms

Donate  
your unwanted 

vehicles

Make a one-time gift  
online, through the 

mail, or by telephone
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Volunteer with Melwood

Ways to Get Involved

Volunteers are an important part of the Melwood community, adding valuable resources 

to our mission, programs, and services. We invite you to join our volunteer program. 

Below are some of the volunteer opportunities available through Melwood:

Day Program Support
• Support with activities such as fitness classes, music, arts, and crafts

• Support community integration outings and field trips

• Share your passion, skills, and ideas, or teach a class

Horticulture Therapy Program
• Assist a horticultural therapist with workshop set-up and facilitation

• Attend field trips

• Assist in activities 

• Serve as a Master Gardener (demonstrate techniques and lead educational groups)

Group Volunteers
• Support beautifying Melwood’s facilities and grounds  

• Build props and staff activities for Melwood community events

• Participate in corporate team building volunteer day

• Support mock interview program

• Support fundraising event set-up and staffing

Advocacy and Special Events
• Participate in social and community celebrations

• Engage in advocacy

• Join Melwood Voices on behalf of people with disabilities

• Attend Melwood’s community events

For more information on volunteer opportunities, please contact:

Events@melwood.org
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Advocate  
for People  
with Disabilities
Become one of our Melwood Voices and learn how to leverage your 

voice—and vote—to advocate for policies that advance disability 

inclusion and economic independence in your community.

For more information or to join our Melwood Voices  
community, please contact: advocacy@melwood.org.



2024 Consolidated Financial Data
*Numbers are in Thousands

  Support and Revenue FY24

Monetary Contributions $535 

Donated Items $2,406 

Grants $1,609 

Contract Revenue $104,636 

Service Fees $10,100

Other $1,621 

  Total Support and Revenue $120,907

  Services

Employment Services $81,374

Community Services $16,360 

Therapeutic Services $2,019 

   Supporting Services

Management and General $16,492

Fundraising $2,645

  Total Expenses $118,890  

  Net Assets

  Change in Net Assets $2,017 

  Net Assets: Beginning $57,826 

  Net Assets: Ending $59,843  
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Notes
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Our Vision 
A world where people 
with disabilities are fully included.



Our Mission 
Melwood advocates for 
and empowers people with 
disabilities by expanding 
opportunities to work and 
thrive in the community. 



CONTACT MELWOOD

5606 Dower House Road 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

(301) 599-8000

communications@melwood.org


