
Garden Center at Recreation Center in Charles County 
Preparing people with disabilities for jobs in the horticultural field & addressing food insecurity

ROOTED IN MELWOOD’S HISTORY

Melwood was founded in 1963 on a plot of unimproved land and an 
army surplus tent next to Andrews Air Force Base, serving 12 adults 
with disabilities and teaching them plant care. Today, Melwood is a 
leading employer, advocate and preferred provider for people with 
disabilities, offering skills development, job training and placement, 
and other support services to more than 2,500 people per year 
across a variety of industries – but the garden center remains core to 
Melwood and its mission. 

As Melwood celebrates its 60th anniversary, the organization 
seeks to relocate the garden center from its main campus 
to the Melwood Recreation Center (MRC) in rural 
Nanjemoy, Maryland. This strategic relocation allows 
Melwood to replace its antiquated greenhouses 
with three new state-of-the-art commercial 
greenhouses, creating an opportunity for 
participants to gain work experience using 
modern-day irrigation systems and 
tools making them more competitive 
when seeking work at commercial 
nurseries and garden centers.

CONTACT:

communications@melwood.org

BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS . BRINGING SMART BUSINESS SOLUTIONS . BUILDING A MORE INCLUSIVE WORLD



Relocating the Garden Center will also create 
an opportunity to help address food insecurity 
in Charles County. There are roughly 14K food 
insecure people in Charles County – that is, nearly 
1 in 10 residents – and nearly half of them are 
ineligible for aid from the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP). To address this, 
Melwood will leverage a portion of its capacity 
each year to growing fresh produce to stock food 
pantry programs throughout the county.

FIGHTING FOOD INSECURITY IN THE COMMUNITY

GROWING MELWOOD’S GARDEN CENTER

Melwood anticipates breaking ground on this 
new project in 2022, with the goal of completing 
construction by the end of 2023. This facility will 
complement the Recreation Center’s existing youth 
and career exploration programming for local 
community members.

Interested in partnering us or learning more?

Contact: communications@melwood.org
Visit: www.melwood.org
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Melwood is a leading employer, advocate, and preferred provider 
for people with disabilities. Devoted to creating a world in which 
people with disabilities are fully included since 1963, Melwood’s 
innovative strategies and programs empower people with 
disabilities to live, work and thrive in the community. 


